
1!i..lE"tlAL AT HE FOOJ' OF THi: CROSS Mark 1> '33-30 

rr'ruly this !'Ian wa!S the S)n of Goo " 

This is the ::onclusion that a namf'less soldier ;.tho stood 

~t the fo~t 0: +r.e ~rOS8 made as he faced Jesus dying O~ the 

cr~s~ . ~~a~'be hf> hacn ' t wanted to be there on that Frida: I 

but since he was probably the conmander of thp. execution 

~quad he had noJ other c~.0icf-' J -jut had he not been there he 

would have missed the most i~port~~t turning poin~ or hiE 

life . And we ~ould be tl1e ;>ocrer for not having heard t'.is 

confession : "Truly, this lltan was the Son of .... od" . 

This was no~ his conclusion wr~n he arrived at the hill 

oJtside Jprusale~ . It came to hL~ during ~he 6 hours he 

stooe ar~und w~itin~ for Jesus to die . This was ju~t another 

execution , this time of a fanatic who cla1ned to be kin~ . 

And the soldier knew the~e ~as no kin~ but Caesar . 

But in the process of doing what he had to do , the sol

dier had the unprpdictable happen : Hp chan~t'd h~_" mind . 

All the events of the day seemed to pile u~ , lik~ a c,n

vincing di~play of l~gic and em~tion . The nttitude 0: those 

who reviled , the craelty of the opposition , the forg:~ene5s 

irom the cross , the n~i5e of the rrowd , the stran~e quiet

Qe~S of Je!!C'us all worked toget':1f>r to alt.. r hi! t"lind and 

heart . And hie '~onclusion '1rr'llj' +.his was the Son of uod'1 

shook the ro~nda~ions o~ hi~ llegiance and changed it from 

:ae~ar t~ ~hrist . He was renewed at the foot ~ the cross . 



r. 

How ever man~ Roman gods this Rom.an had when he arrived 
Q 

a+~ the scene :)f +.h" rucP'ixion , he went. awa:t with someone 

who ~ad r,o':. been in his heart b fore . toe can !ilnost I:lear 

him fIIuttering as he le~v~8 t?le !tcene "fruly this man was the 

Son of ,od" . 

1 . Cne of the di~tinquiqhing characteri~tics about this 

r.a.meles<t soldier i~ th this ind "'85 ooec , A~ h..., ... tood there 

be "0""<;1 the d 'ng Christ , he ent<-rtained the th::mght th.,t nf'", 

life was at hand an~ th.,t he could have it . Hi~ ~ntal donrs 

were ajar . And Je~us ~n~r d . 

This is the on17 kind of mind t~t Ch=ist evPr e~~er! 

into. 1I3ehold , I stand at the door and knock , if an ')!'U! 

)pe!'lfl the door I will ')me' n" , !1 doe!'.!n't orce h~ self in. 

The artist in d~pictin~ this verse ~hows the door withou~ a 

latchstr 7 on tle O~ side . ~~ must be opered rro~ wi hin . 

~o the rodemption ~~ Man is an inside j bj it is the cons 

luence of t:. serret hap~n~ng wit~ln h inner reg~o~e ~f 

~f a pers:on . It. is there that. Jes'ls inatlgurat"'s the quiet 

lnheral:!ed alteration and altar- f!ction ..tlich prof?undly 

'1ffects life . 

The open- mindedness o~ the sol1ier is a chPra terlsti 

of those 'Iho 11'Je expectantly t w<i.i ting f'Jr some new trut.h to 

willi~gne~s ~o c,~sid~r n~w evld n e contrar to ~urrent 

co!"!"'; cti)O . he hristian"'an !'e'lltz f! th t h"., i~ not a fin



, 
ished product , bu~ t.har is 6t.ill newne!s of life co ~n& 

thru ....hrist . 

It is tnen ·hat. ~ ~an , like the Boldier , re uses t.o bow 

d~wn to I')!j alta's to w',ich )revious loyalti s have hound 

him . 1e can ahar in keepin the door of his mind lnbolted . 

To have Christ In the insi1e i~ won1erful , but to get 

~1m there requires openness . ~ow if the time to open the 

do?r . 

2. ~ow the so!dier at the foot of the crOEs reminds us 

that ?e~ple ~an not only chan e th 1r ~njf , but do change 

..he • recall doio'" it. mny tiMe! . ne the b st friends.L 

ha'ie is a marl ",hose initial ilf1.pr(>sBion on me was of ~ jour , 

grouch;f , unattractive person . 010: w!'onv. I '..IllS , digc~vered 

after I got to know hi~ . He is r~ally a man of great like 

ableness , wit and warmth . 

"'0 when )ur nati':)n was 

yo or-pr , the nav1v introduced athtub was roundly condemned 

e· n bj medical author iti s . :'la if we had had no chanre 

or mind aD~ut tr~+. 

'::hanging your 11\1n:1 •• ':Ieing r"'newed •. can be an excel lent 

thing . As Paul says ! " •• ':>e transtcrrej by the renewal )i 

your mind" . ConsidFT he politician ~ho ~~eps rU:l~in~ 

for office in order to ~old up his personal intere~ts J how 

nefi~jal when he chang s his mind about the ~anin? of 

pllbl' c .."Tvic... . Jr th church member who refl.lses 0 support 

I 



and participate because he has personal pee(32;to pursue 

and to pa~per •• how wonderful when he changes his mind about 

the me~ning of Christian commitment . 

If someone is thinking that subjecting his life to radi cal 

change is not the easiest course to follow , he is righ~ . We 

are attached to the conventional and the power of the habit".rJ
is strong . It lo1as ver"' ~ for Peter , for example , to leave 

his old patterns- and to follow Jesus . And he was not irruned 

iatel" successful in giving up one for the other . 

But even as changing the m~nd can be an excellent thing, 

so i t can be a terrible thing . For a man is capable'of 

turning toward evil as well as toward good , to the satanic 

as well as to the Godly . This is a peril we all face . We 

start out by making a high choice or a low choice . Juda~ , 

for example , started out with Jesus but one da:' made a 

choice that has become the symbol of the wor~t choice . 

So we can chanpe our minds downward as well as upward , 

The tEMptation is always present . We need the grace to keep 

our mind pchange in line with the mind of the Man on the 

cross . 

Renewal came to the soldier at the foot of the cro~s when 

he changed his mind and said : "Trul!' •. this was the Son of 

3. ~o the experience o~ the soldier at the foot of the 


cross ~hows us the necessity for an open mind , and it demon



, 

straus 6,hat a mn can chan;>:c his mind . onsidl"r no_ , th"t 

CD 
OUIZ is a ti~ in hi~.~· when a chan~e or mind is n~eded . 

Whil~ C:1I'i:o:Uani i,.,l.r' t.he cent'.lrie!! have trembled at 

what l"Ien dar~d to do t, .Tesus , 'that was mere child ' s ~1R.7 

cOMpared to w~At men are capable ~r doing to pach otner to

daj' . If Jed wept over a e:ingle crucifixion, hi 5 tear:! I!\ust 

be q riv r in !:IU" l! mR . 

It WJuld be our misfjrtan~ should we cl,se our ~3d! to this 

timE . or while th~ Holy Spirit implor ts u~ J of our n~n free 

will the world se~s to b ready disintegrate . Je a~ peoples 

seem.s to be holding a club over our 0 .. 0 h ,ad!' . And when 

this club falls and we should strl1(e ours .1" 5 , ..e rill cry : 

I'wtv has vod done this awful thing to ..tsll • 

But the blow we st1ffer will be man ' p judgel'lEnt upon hi 1Il 

sel~ . ut W ar~ so habitu&tec to self-~xoneration that weP 

will look elsewhere , even to God bi~selr, Cor the blame . 

But the gu~lt belongs to all of us . 

~he e are ~ome things we insist o?on, that :od has n~ 

way of kepping from us . In man's relat1on~hip to other men, 

what WP i~i5t on havin~ we shall have .•Rac~sm , p~vert~ , 

war , ~lsea5e , hun&cr .• So man leans on his knowledge cor

rupted with pride, and on hi~ posse~slons corrupted with 

;,rejadice . A!"ld we 11 VP in the kind of 1,Oorld we insist on 

ha'ing, we a~ the Ki!"ld of people we w~nt to be . 

~a!'l insiste- and God ' s judge I"nt pElreists . fltie shall pa7 



hesvtl:... for ')U!I.peri:1i" o~ -O~ , a'ld elaying aU!' best 1 .. 
@"J 

pulses . We must I1vo in fear of each ~ther so long as we 

refuse to IJVP ~ne anJther . We must l i ve in the dread of a 

su1den1l m~~hroo~ing cloJd of death eo lon as W~ a r ~-

willint to li"le with tlndp.rstandin anrj go ~ will . And ~e 

y well 11e clingl!'l;; to ilhat we da"e call o,'r own ~cau~e 

we ere ~niOilllnp' to share our blessings with others . 

The key to the future , as uncertain as it ls , is Jesus 

Christ . Let us look to him with optn mind~ , b~lievin~ that 

new life ls at hand and that .e can ~~vc it . The ~ay ~Ay be 

far spent but it is sti!l not too lGte ••.• not let . 

T~p ¥.sn on the cross , who made ~ new man ~~ the leader of 

~is execution squad , io our ~nconventional weapon for our 

ti . ~he world ls too dangerou~ for anlthin b~t the ~r~t, 

,Q~d to s:n.a.ll f'or ao''t.Jling but brotherhood . 

Th~ co~erence tnble must r~place the battlefield, as it 

has in top ~\deAst , at least for the tine being . 

Law , justice, ~nd raith MU5t bec~~e our guiding ligh~s 

rather than gr~ed , pr1de nn~ prejudice . 

Vi3~ on and imagination mUst replace self-'iilql and de~pa1r . 

:t is a long road . But the need for U~ individu<'l11", ""o!" 

a chanhe of mind leadi"4 to an alterpd lire is appar~nt . 

When? '1 Well , w!,v not n:Jw ••• for nO\O 1s the acceptable 

t.ime for 'ou to ...t-.row open the doors of "our tt.:.nd a!11 heart 

.0 Chrlst , that he rr~)t enter in and chdn YOU J ':;'!tl~ing you 

http:s:n.a.ll


to 1nfe~s wi~~ the eoldier standing at the foot of the 

cro~s: "7r...ly tnt,. ntan is u-.. ... Son of :od" . (j; 
Before the ~rO!5 o~ J~sus 


'>ur li ".., ar" jud"'ed t:3d,,' 

7~p ~an1ny. of our eager strife 


I~ te.t~d b his way . 



